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The Nith District Salmon Fishery Boar@NDSFB)s constituted under the
Salmon Fisheries Legislation commencing in the 1860s as subsequently
amended and presently stated in the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries
(Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 as amendée Nith Board is empowered
under fisheries legislation to do such Acts as it considers expedient for the
protection, enhancement and conservation of stocks of salmon and sea trout
and the general protection and enhancement of the fishery itself.
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Nith catchment and to preserve, protect and enhance the fishisyprincipal area®f jurisdiction comprise the principal
River System of the River Nith and all its tributaries including parts of the Solway Firth.

TheBoardfinancial year runs froms1December to 30 November in any given year

The Nith Board for the year comprised:

Chairman Mr Percy WeatheralPW) Cowhill Estate
Lower Proprietors MsAnna AustiAA) Caerlaverock Estate
Mr Ivor Hyslog(IH) Dumfries and Galloway Council
Mr Tom Brown(TB) Drumburn Estate
Upper Proprietors Mr Peter Landal¢PL) Dalswinton Estate
Mr James HuntePaterson(JHP) Barjarg
Mr Nick Wright(NW) Closeburn Castle Fishing
Ms Anna FergussofAF) Buccleuch Estates Limited
Mr David Kempse(DK) D & G Angling Association
Mr Richard GladwifRG)retired) Blackwood Estate
Mr Mike KegganéVIK) Upper Nithsdale Angling Association
Mr Matthew Law(ML) Portrack Estate
Upper Ceoptees Mr Thomas FloreyTF) Angling Representative
Mr Raymond Mundl¢RM) Angling Representative
Lower Ceoptees Mr Ronnie ClarkRQ) Netting Representative
Invitees

In addition to the elected Chairman, lower proprietors and upper proprietors, the Nith Board has invited representatives
from the Scottish Environmental Agency (SEPA) and NatureScot however in recent years SEPA and NatureScot no longer
have officer time aailable to fulfilthese invitations.

Staff

Mr Roderick Styles Clerk

Mr Jim Henderson Fishery Director
Mr David McMichaet Water Bailiff
MissMorag Maguireg Fishery Biologist

The Nith Board met on:

16" January 203 ¢ Board meeting

24™ April 2025 ¢ Annual Qualified Proprietorsleetingfollowed by Boardneeting.
7 August 208 ¢ Annual Public Meeting followed by Board meeting
239QOctober 203 ¢ Board meeting.

Board members attendance @oard meetings

Dates PW| AA| IH| TB| PL|NW| AF | DK| RG| TF | RM | JHP| RC| ML | MK |% attendanc
16/01/25 v |V v v v Vv v | Vv v | Vv 66%
24/04/25 v v iviv v Vv vVivIivVvIiIVIVIV 80%
07/08/25 | v |V |V |V |V vi v vi v v i ivi v 86%
23/10125 | v vivi v vivi Vv v 64%

Minutes from these meetings can be found on the Board webst®SFB meeting agendas (riveth.com)

Complaints
There were no complaints received during ye&iDEcember 202to 30" November 203.

37 George Street, Dumfries, DG1 1EB 01387 740 043
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The Nith Catchment Fishery TrugNCFT)s aScottish Registered Charity
R I E and Company Limited bguarantee which was formed in 206®conserve

and enhance all native freshwater fish and their habitats located within the
inland and coastal waters of the River Nith catchmaithin the jurisdiction

of the Nith District Salmon Fishery BdaThe Trust works closely with the
Nith District Salmon Fishery Board to consefreshwater fishand ther
habitats.Part of i K S ¢réliliés to @ducate and increase awareness of

FISHERY TRUST the aquatic environment

The aims of the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust are:

1 To advance environmental protection and improvement by conserving and enhancing all species of
freshwater fish and their environs within the River Nith catchment, for public benefit.

1 To advance the education of the general public through raising awareness of aquatic ecosystems
including their fauna, flora and economic activity within the River Nith catchment.

TheTrustfinancial year runs fromslJanuary to 3% December in any given year.

Trust Directors Staff
Mr PercyWeatherall(PW)¢ Chairman Ms Debbie ParkeOperations Manager/Biologist
Mr dJm Henderson(JH)

Mr Mathew Law (ML)

Mr David KempsdDK)

Miss Freja GranFG)

Mr Thomas FloreyTF)

Mr Finlay Thomsn (FT)

Mr Gordon Kerr (GK)retired 2304/25

Mr Kevin Corderretired 23/04/25

Mr Robert Schilleg retired 23/04/25

The Trust Directors met oR:

15 January 202 ¢ Trustee meeting

239 April 205 ¢ Annual General Meeting followed by Trusteeeting.
6™ August2025 ¢ Trustee meeting.

22" October 205 ¢ Trustee meeting.

Trustee attendance:

Dates PW JH GK KC FG TF DK RS FT ML % attendance
15/01/25 v v v v v v v v 89%
23/04/25 v v v v v v v 70%
06/08/25 v v v v v v v 100%
22/10/25 | v | v | v iiv]v \ 71%

Nith Catchment Fishery Trust is a Registered Scottish Charity. Charity no. SC040908. Company no. SC366067.
Registered Office: 37 George Street, Dumfries, DG1 1EB. Registered in Scotland
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As | reflect on the previous twelve months on our river, the season of 2(
I have just recently attended the opening ceremony for the new fish
seasonand | am heartened by the enthusiasm of the attendeB&spite

reduced catches of salmon and sea trout, many keen anglers continu
LJdzNE dzS G KS a1 Ay3 2F THhisfrustratiigyfor dsklf
involved in the management of our riveia our Fishery Trust or our Boar(r/

not to be able to identify a single cause or reason for lowenhers of fish 4
in the river. | wish | knew in order that we may address the issue. }
In the spring of 2025, | accompanied our staff in attending the annual
conference of Fish@s Management Scotland (FMS), held in Perfthe keynote speech for the conference was
delivered bythe First Ministerof ScotlandJohn Swinay. From his comments | concluded that he is both aware and
concerned on a national level about the declines in fish numbers across Scof\entere on the Nith are pursuing
the fishery management action of restoring riparian habitat to future proofspawning tributarieso enable them

to continue to sustain stocks of salmolhwas encouraged that this is the correct management action having attended
the FMS conferenceas all the larger rivers are pursuing this goal.

It seems to me that every time | switch on the television a climate change story is being discussed in some locatit
across the world and the issues of climate change impact on our river advefselywalked the banks of the Nith
throughout the year, tkre were many occasions when the river appeared little more than a trickle, fishing was
impossible. Converselyduring the latter part of the year floods seemed to be the order every week and | feared for
the security of salmon eggs having been laid mtiierbed gravelsThe salmon is a survivay dzii & 2 dz OF y Qi
wonder, what will this creature have to face next.

| can assure you all that your Fishery Trust and your Fishery Board will continue to do all within their means for salm
and sea trout within our river.

Tight lines for 2026

E.P.K. Weatherall
Chairman



Fishery Directors report

The working year of 2025 was as unique as every other year that | have be
place on the River NithThe prevailing weather presents challenges that we he*
not encounterecpreviously Drought conditions prevailed for many weeks in 20
resulting in poor fishing conditions with very few anglers even attempting to 0?‘
a line. Fish were seen coming in on the rising tide, some would slip over the ( 3 »r'
but most were ebbing back to thestuary with the receding tide only to returr.
when the next tide ros. Such circumstances present specific issues in fisk
management terms; fish can succumb to silt clogging their gills and being prec
by other species.Thankfully, the drought broke before this occurradd losses
were minimal.

Fish catches during 2025 were not spectacigaimonfigures were dowrmn those g&s.
recorded during 2024andin no small waythe drought conditions contributed to thlsAngIers just dld not fISh in the
stale low flow conditionsSea troufigures wereslightlyincreased during 2025owever, very fevdedicated sea trout
anglers now fish our river during the evenings.

We had a very busy year supporting industwho were involved in construction projects with the potential to
adversely impact on our riveiVe are very involved in collecting aquatic data to monitor the impact of many projects
and conducting fish rescues when it is necessary to enter the aquatitoament to conduct engineering
procedures.One such project during 2025 was the Whitesands Flood Protection project that we are supporting by
providing aquatic data.This has involved us in conducting electrofishing surveys from Castledylsteeamto
Nunholm. This work is being conducted to establish robust baseline data which can be compared with future survey:s
thus an assessment of any impacts in the aquatic environment can be rmaeeinformation is of value to the Nith
District Salmon FishgiBoard, Dumfries and Galloway Council and the construction companies invSlwetk of the
preliminary results have been fascinatinthere were salmon and trout as expected fntaddition there were some

of the largest populations of eels and lampsdn the town section of the Nith.

The wind farming industry continues to thrive in the River Nith catchment, and this takes a large quantity of time fron
the staff monitoring the aquatic data gained from the many surveys conducted throughout the Weaundertake

the collection of aquati invertebrates and fish surveyand this provides a catalogue of environmental data to enable
our fishery managers to assess environmental performance throughout the catchréid. isa very important
resource for the river to havand acts as a baseline of data should the worst ever occur in the form of an
environmental incident

In closing, | would like to thank all of those who pick up the phone and call in an incident. Sometimes it may be a trivi
matter, but we need to know about it.

Jim Henderson
Fishery Director
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THE RIVER NITH CATCHMENT Vital Statistics

The total catchment area is 1596kmwhich
includes the main stem River Nith, its
tributaries, coastal burns and connected still
waters.

The length of the main stem of the River Nith
is 98km from source to estuary.

Fish Species Present
Latlrydao
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Salmon and Sea Trout Fishery
The salmon and sea trout
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fisheries are owned by 36 7 ¢ Sy OK
proprietors within the Nith t SNDK
catchment. NBI Y

w2l OK

2025 annual catctusing all methods
w532 Atlantic salmon
w493 Sea trout

Over ©% of rod and line fishing
on the Nith is controlled by
Angling Associations.

Haaf netting still occurs on the
RiverNith, but this fishery isvery
much reducedn scale

Other Fisheries

The Nith also has healthy brown trout and grayling fisheries
which are owned by landowners throughout the

catchment. There are also a number of still water trout and
coarse fisheries within the catchment. Sea fishing is popular
at the quay at Glencaple and off the coast
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o



FISHERIES MANAGEMENT F20%8- 2028

The Board and Trus$tave been working on a new Fisherdanagement Plamo cover the period 20232028 The

production of thisplanis supported by the Scottish Governmeartd forms one of the many fisheriesanagement
planswhich covemostof Scotland The plan lists historic actiorsd managemenbf salmon and sea trduwithin

the Nith catchmentin addition,the planoutlines the current statusf our fish stocks and the planned actiomkich
we intend embarking on to protect and enhance thasocks

Unlike previous planshis planisweb-based designed to adapt to change amdll enable us to reviewhe outcomes
of our work on an annual basiBhe plan can be seéhere- Scotland's Fishery Management Plans (arcgis.com)

ProposedManagementActions

Action 1- Climate Change and Habitat Degradation

The River Nith Fisheries Team are working towards making our rivers more resilient to chi
the climate and to tackle the biodiversity crisis. This includes actions such as planting nati
along the riparian zones of rivers to help shade the emastabilise banks and restematura
functions to many of the watercourses within the Nith catchment.

Action 2- lllegal Exploitation

NDSFB will maintain a qualified team of water bailiffs that enforces Scottish fisheries lec
throughout the Nith catchment to ensure that stocks of Atlantic salmon and sea trout are not il
exploited. We will continue to react to all incideragbreaches of fisheries legislation.

Action 3- Scientific research and monitoring

The Board and Trust will continue to conduct monitoring of aquatic species of flora anc
throughout the Nith catchment and use this as a means of measuring the health of our waterc
We will participate in national surveys and projects to improueknowledge and in the furtheran
of management of salmon and sea trout

Action 4- Water quality and quantity

As part of our monitoring throughout the catchment, we will continue to monitor and exten
ability to detect influences which may impact adversely on aquatic species. This work
conducted to assist the regulatory body (SEPA) to monitor the wateses within the Nit
catchment.

Action 5- Invasive Nonrnative Species

The Board and Trust recognise the importance of preventing the influx of invasiveative specie
OLbb{0 Ayid2 GdKS OFGOKYSY(d IyR | LLJib&FheBsaf ar
Trust will offer advice on preventative measures to avoid the spread ohatime species and with
our capabilities, treat INNS when possible.

Action 6- Predation

Wherever salmon are present, either in the marine environment or in the freshwater, predator
to feed on them During these times of salmon in crisisis very important to ensure that a
predation is kept to a level which does not put the future existence of salmon in jeopith
District Salmon Fishery Board apply for licences from the Scottish Government to enable
take actions against certain species that would otherwise be illegal.

Action 7- Raising awareness anetucation

Raising awareness of environmental issues surrounding aquatic environments and techniqt
to restore watercourses to a more natural, sustainable state, is an important aspect of the v
the Board and the Trust.



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/0f6b2fbb82cd4785b29b268aebce38a9?item=35

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN

Action 8- Barriers to fish passage

Access to spawning areas is of paramount importance for salmon and sea trout to complete t
cycle successfully. There are few obstructions to fish passage in the Nith catchment and those !
are largely natural waterfalls. The Board and Tare currently working to remove known mamade
barriers.

Action 9- Stocking

The Board recognises the contribution that hatchery produced stock can contribute to fis
management, in appropriate circumstances. The Board will continue to operate its hatchery faci
best practice and in accordance with licence conditions.

Action 10- Disease and Fish Health

Disease can have a severe impact on fish stocks if undiscouatd@nosed. Nith Catchment Fish
Trust and Board react to any reported incidents of unexplained fish deaths, often reported by ¢
Promotion and use of the reporting apps developed by Fisheries Management Scotland assists i
a national awareass of any potential outbreaks.

Action 11- Developments

Development such as road, rail, public utilities, forestry, local authority projects, renewable €
projects and their associated infrastructure has the potential to impact negatively on the &
environment and the species that reside within. The Board andtill work to advise developme
plans and proposals throughout the catchment which could potentially impact on the
environment.

Action 12- Lobbying

The Board and Trust recognise the importance of lobbying political support for our fisheries
management work and to ensure that the water environment and fisheries issues are held high
political agenda. Accordingly, political leaders and represé@rgabn a national and local level will b
invited to attend appropriate events to maintain an awareness of issues

Electrofishing teansurveying the River Nith at Martinton RaiIWay BridgéfNunhoIm



Conservation Regulations 29

All Scottish salmon rivers are assigned a Conservation Categorisation, which previously was a grading from 1 to 3;
KFda NBOSyidfe o06SSy dzZJRFGISR (G2 LINRGARS Ofl NAGex oe& 13

status. The definition of these Categorisations is provided in the box heltwe River Nith was assignedia 2 2 NE

conservatiorstatus for 2@5 which means that all salmon must be released

Category At least an 80% mean probability of conservation limits (CL) being met in the last 5 years.

Good(G) Exploitation is sustainable and therefore no additional management action is currently requirt
PreviouslyGrade 1

Category 60-80% mean probability of CL being met in the last 5 years. Management action is necessal
Moderate (M) reduce exploitation; mandatory catch and release will not be required in the first instance, bu
PreviouslyGrade2 this will be reviewed annually. Where a Board does not exists&sice in plan formulation will

be offered to those responsible for local management.

NITH DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD CONSERVATION POLICY
ConservationCategoryd t 2 2NéXEalmon to beKilled

Statutory Requlations Nith Voluntary Regulations Spinning and Bait fishing

Fishing seasons The Board notes the existing voluntary catch §  Bait/spinner must be kept moving through th
Rod and Line 25th FebruaBpth November release practices for sea trout on many beats| \ater at all times.

Net t%bruar}( gth September thl’OUghOUt the Nith catchment. The maximum permitted hook size for bait

fishing will be No 4.
1  No fishing for salmon or sea trout on Sund The Board recommends that if sea trout are tg

by rod and line taken, the following guidance should be adhel Fly Fishing
1  No fishing for salmon or sea trout from 6pr| to. . ] i o Fly hooks or tubes should be properly dress
Friday to 6am Monday by net Tttt asSk GUNRdzi dzy RSN witha coloured body and a reasonable quan
1  No salmon to be killed within the Nith returned. of hair/fur/feather in proportion to the hook
catchment. 1 Sea trout retained should be limited to no | SIZ€-

Anglers should not use weights or leadre
lines of any kind when fishing with the fly.
No retrieve, other than slow hanlhing should
be made until the cast has been fished out.

more than 1 Sea Trout in any day.
1 Barbless hooks be used when the intentior
to Catch & Release.
1 Foul hooked fish i.e. those not hooked in t
mouth, must be returned to water. General Conduct
1 Ripe or darkly coloured fish should be Always fish in a sporting manner.
returned to the water. If in doubt, RETURN Give consideration to anglers on the opposit
1 Fish being returned to the water should no| bank.
be handled by the tail or gills and should b Fish down through pools in rotation, taking a

released as quickly as possible. Remove tl IeasF one full step betwgen casts. )
. ) . Avoid unnecessary wading or any avoidable
. hook with forceps and return the fish facing .
1  Use natural shrimps or prawns on any part of ) o disturbance to the water.
upstream and gently support it until it swim

the river upstream of the Kingholm Gates at t Always respect the environment, wildlife, oth

bottom end (tidal area) of the Dumfries Town ayvay. ) ) ) | anglers and members of the public.
Fishings. 1 Fish being retained should be killed as qui{ Do not park vehicles so that they obstruct

1 Fish for any fish without written permission (0 as possible using a priest or appropriate gateways or cause a hazard on the roadway

Itis illegal to:

1  Deliberately attempt to foul hook fish or to tak
fish which have been foul hooked i.e. those n
hooked in the mouth.

1  Kill kelts, smolts or parr.

1  Take unclean or unseasonable fish being
baggots, highly coloured, black or red fish an
fish about to or in the process of spawning.

1  Sell salmon or sea trout which have been cal
with rod & line.

N P A A instrument. Remove waste nylon and personal litter from
LIS NI A u 0 FNBY dKs oSl the riverbanksand parking places.
representative. General Rules Follow the Country Code. Always respect fal
T  Fshwith any form of salmonroe. 1 Respect boundaries between adjoining beaf animals and crops.
1 CAakK @gAOUK | AGFAESR f Do not light fires or allow dogs to roam free.

T Anglers must show permits, tackle and catcl

o . ) . Always be conscious of and alert to hazards
Baliliffs, Police Officers or other anglers if 4

1  Use gaffs, tailers or knotted mesh nets.
look after your own safety and the safety of

requested.
All fish caught must be recorded with the beat . other anglers.
. . . . T Anglers under 12 years of age should be

proprietor with the exception of: accompanied by an adult when fishing Report strange goingsn immediately to:
1. Kelts, i.e. fish that have spawned. 1ed by ult when fishing. . :

River Enforcement Staff07785 743663
2. During spring only, sexually mature fish that . .

Methods & Equipment Policeg 101

have not yet spawned. .
yetsp Do not use sweep nets, ground bait or rod reg

Do not fish from trees, bridges, etc. or use
assistance from anyone in such a position.
The maximum permitted line breaking strain f
all types of fishing should be 15lbs.

Breach of any of the above could lead to criminal
prosecution, seizure of fishing equipment and
vehicles.

Catch and Release Guidelines can be found on the River Nith welsit@.river-nith.com/conservationpolicy



http://www.river-nith.com/conservation-policy

STOCK ASSESSMENT

Salmon and Sea trout catch data f@025

The catch returasubmitted byrod anglers on the Nith in 2025 showed a decrease in the number of salmmtca
with 469 salmon ad grilse being caught, compared to 605 in 2024e nets reported an increase the number of
salmon caughtlikely due to the low water conditions at the start of the summer be&ogduciveto catching salmon
using traditional haf nets. Overall, the number of salmon and grilse caught was redwcethe previous year The
catches for the last two yeatsavebeen hgher than thefive-yearaveragewhich indicates some improvement.

The number of sea troutaught in 2025 is slightly improved on that of 202dr both the net and rod fishees.
However, catches are still lower thahe fiveyear averages, indicating a continuing downward decline in sea trout
stocks.

It must be borne in mind that none of these figures aggmalised by fishingffort, so it is very difficult to show the
true picture of stocks. We woulike to highlight the importance ainglers submitting accurate catch dase this is
used by Scottish Government $etthe conservation categgrfor all rivers

Salmon and Grilse Sea trout and Herling
Rods Nets 5-year Rods Nets 5-year
Year (C&R%) (C&R%) Total average (C&R%) (C&R%) Total average

2016 655 (100%) 163 (100%) 818 1166 866  (78%) 348 (40%) 1214 1119
2017 695 (89%) 133 (70%) 828 1004 768  (83%) 214 (12%) 982 1127
2018 520 (91%) 110 (54%) 630 849 479  (78%) 111 (26%) 500 1077
2019 586 (93%) 158 (73%) 744 828 845  (83%) 157 (31%) 1002 1027
2020 764 (100%) 63 (100%) 827 769 557  (81%) 68  (40%) 625 883
2021 181 (100%) 71 (100%) 252 656 418  (89%) 125 (36%) 543 748
2022 365 (100%) 49 (100%) 414 573 523  (92%) @112 (27%) 635 679
2023 331 (100%) 58 (100%) 389 525 457  (85%) 95  (24%) 552 671
2024 605 (100%) 36 (100%) 641 505 397  (93%) 35  (34%) 432 557
2025 469 (100%) 63 (100%) 532 446 399  (84%) 94  (48%) 493 531

Salmon caught by all methods 1952025
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STOCK ASSESSMENT

Salmon and grilse catches in 202
The number of salmon caught per month during 2025 followed similar patterns to the preiveugears. The

majority of salmonwere caughtin August September an@ctoberby rod and line.Therewas in increase in the
number of salmon caught in October compared to recent yelnshaaf nets caughmost oftheir salmonin July.
All salmon were released in accordance itk S { O2 G A &K D2@SNYyYSyiQa O2yaSNE

Salmon rod catches by month Salmon net catches by month
compared to 5 year average compared to 5 year average
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Sea trout catches in 2@®
Sea trout catcheby rod and lingpeaked inJune and then slowly decreabthrough the seasonThe number of

sea troutcaughteach month was equab or below the 5year average.The haf netscaught the majority of sea
trout in May and Junelt should be noted thain 2025, sea trout were allowed to be taken but it was disappointing
to note thatonly 84% were released voluntarily the rod fishernand the majority of those taken were by one or
two beats, with all other beatachieving®0-100% catch and release.

Sea trout rod catches by month Sea trout net catches by month
compared to 5 year average compared to 5 year average
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ACTION & CLIMATE CHANGE AND HABITAT RESTORATION

Climate Change andhat it means to Nith
Weather patterns are changing in Scotlar@ur traditional climate has altered to one of extremes at both ends of

the spectrum. During the summer months we suffer from severe drought episodes which render some of the
smaller spawning tributaries incapabbf sustaining populations of fry and parr at densities which they previously
did. Those juvenile fish that do survive are forcedivein water temperatures that are beyond the tolerance levels

for salmonids.This obviously has a kneok effect in hat, those tributaries impactedoroduce fewer smolts which
results in fewer adult salmon returning to our riveConversely, when the rain does come to our catchmtre

current weather patters dictate that we are faced with extreme flood episodes, often repeated on a weekly
basis. These floods put pressure on the spawning tributaries by washing out the spawn in the gravel, thus reducing
the number of juvenilesalmonidsbeing produced.

The Board and Trust have embarked on an ambitious restoration project which seeks to restore the riparian habitat
that fringes the sides of our most productive spawning tributariesensure that they are future proofed against

the extremes of climate changé&his project involves fencing off the riverbanks in order that grazing stock cannot
consume the riparian vegetationNative broadleaved trees are then planted and maintainedestablish a
vegetated riverside corridorThe purpose of this is to pviade shade to reduce water temperaturasd provide
riverbank stability via root structuregnabling the banks to withstand the force of flood event$ie vegetated
corridors on the riverbank produce more insect populatiaihsis food for juvenile salmonids, cover for fish and
respite from predationFurthermore the leaf litter turns todetritus for aquatic invertebratesyhich arealso a food

source for young fish.

This project, which generally increases the biodiversity of large linear sections of the River Nith catchment, is of
interest to Scottish Power Energy Networks (SPEN) who seek to ensure that their construction projects associated
with the energy network ifrastructure does not result in a net loss of biodiversigonsequently, SPEN have
partneredwith the River Nith fishery organisationshich has resulted in mutual benefits being delivered on the
ground.

. L SN e S
Upper Scaur Watewhere water temperatures are a concern  Healthy brown trout threatened by increasing water temperatur
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ACTION & CLIMATE CHANGE AND HABITAT RESTORATION

CarcoCrawick Habitat Scheme

The most recentphase of theCrawickhabitat scheme was conducted during 20Zkhis phase sought touild on
the previous workswvhich have beerarried out over @hree-yearperiod. The 2025 schemeas focused on the
farmlands of Carco Farrawnedand farmedby the Robertsofamily. Mr and Mrs Robertsofarm the land adjacent
to the Crawick Wateand are aware of thanteractionof land and waterand the benefits o& buffer stip between
the agricultural landand the river. Fencing off theiverbanksis a good idea for the rivebut the agriculturaktock
still require access to the waterThis problem was overconbg the inclusion of a solar water punap Carco

The Carcaiparian project waentirely fundedo & { O2 G ( A & Kor toBedfandSPEMreiaédle tooffset
their Biodiversitylossesresulting from their construction of electricity infrastructuvathin Dumfries & Galloway
by supportingsuitable projects thabalance orimprove on any biodiversity net gair6PER staff participated in
planting3.5 hectares of nativerees at Carco in 2025

)

] &b -

2l s s ¥ i A » s 3+ ? - T | ~ -
Left to right Riparian trees planted on the Crawick Water at Carco, staff from SPEN planting trees as part of a volunteer day, D
presenting the owner at Carco with a solar water pumpsapply his livestock, SPEN volunteers after a day planting trees.
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ACTION & CLIMATE CHANGE AND HABITAT RESTORATION

Reuse and Recycle
An important part of our work involvgdantingtrees throughout the river catchment. This is conducted to improve

the riparian habitat along the banks of spawning tributaries. This in turn improves the habitat for spawning fish and
makes the tributary more productive. Howeyence planted, many people fail to return to the site to manage the
trees or to collect the original shelter frames. Shelter frames are designed to split and fall off the tree when it
attains a certain size, however this often fails to hapam the trees are strangled by the &shelter. Our fishery

staff remove all redundant tree shelters, refurbish them and reuse on additional riparian sites. This is the ultimate
recycling project that does result in environmental benefits for our catchment.

-
S 2o L

Staff removing tree shelters

River Nith Tree Nursery
A tree nursey has been constructedt the fishery office at AuldgirtfT.he nursery is used to propagate native trees

of Nith providencedestined for the many habitat schemes throughout the Nith catchmeBy, producing our own
trees, we are able to protect the biodiversity of the River Nith catchnsed ensure that the trees that we
propagate are capable of withstanding the weather conditions experienced within the catchment.

Often the remnantsof ancient trees are still clinging dn hardto-reachareasof our tributaries. Sheep often
consume these trees when they can access th@&y.us harvesting some of the seeds from these trees, we are in
effect retaining the ancient seed baaad true Nith catchment stock.

Crab apple seedlings Harvesting native tree seeds for the nursery
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ACTION 2ILLEGAL EXPLOITATION

Thermal equipment

Our staff are qualified fishery enforcemeioifficers
with a knowledge of théaw relating to salmon and
sea trout Thankfuly incidents of poachingn the
River Nith catchment are few in number today,
however, they can never be eliminated completel
Fishery enforcement work hadecome more
technical The equipment used toddag search for
andcapture perpetrators of fishery crimea & K
and includeghermalbinocularsand thermal drones
Our staff are equipped withbody worn camera
equipment to gather the importantevidence to
present to the courin any future prosecutiocase.

= HIKMICRO
Image from thethermal binoculars

Fishery Management Scotlamgkre successfuh obtaining funding for some specialetforcementequipment for
its members through theScottishD 2 @S Ny Y Sy (i & QScetlanbiduriids 2025 dEifiskequipment included
thermal binocularsa thermal drone andody wornphotographicequipment.

ACTION 3SCIENTIFRESEARCKND MONITORING

Environmental DNA and what it can tell us about the Nith
Our Fishery Biologists possess a wealth of knowle

about the many species that reside within th
aquatic environment othe River Nith catchment, al
of which is catalogued inun databases. However|
with 1596 Kn2 of catchment to work init is
impossible to have knowledge about all areas al
species. That is where the technology edNA

comes in to assist. "

When any animal moves through the environmegg
that it is living in, it is constantly leaving gene
markers of its presence. Faeces, skin cells, m
and other biological material are constantly bei
shed from all living creatures, and this materiah c:
be analysedo identify the presence of that species.
To gain a sample, a quantity of water is collected and forced through a filter medium. Once sufficient water has
0SSy FT2NOSR (GKNRdAAK (KS TFTAf (iSNE (K Sthedaboratdfy $r spetialist T A E ¢
analysiswhich identifies the presence of species in the sample.

This technology is good for indicating presence/absence of a species but will not predict population densities or age
class of individuals. Following a positive result, the Biologists are tasked with the job of establishing the strength of
that population The NithCatchment Fishery Trust has incorporatedNA sampling into their education program,

so schochged children get an insight into technology and environment working together.
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ACTIONB - SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND MONITORING

Juvenile salmonid surveys 262

Every summer the Nith Board and Trumsbnitors juvenile salmonighopulations
throughout the Nith catchment by means of electrofishing. These surveys
conducted between June to Septembencethe fry of the year have emerged ou’
of the gravels and a large enough to be able to identify if they are salmon or tr
These surveys provide vitalfimmation to enable managers to identify downwar
trends in fish populationand take action to identify the cause.

The Board and Trust conduetectrofishing for many different reasonmcluding
monitoring construction works, annual monitorin§cottish Government contracts 7
assessing barrierand quantifying the impacts from pollutiorWater temperature »:
data, conductivity and pH are recorded along with available instream and ripe |
habitat during electrofishing surveyt 2025,207 sites were surveyed throughou v
the catchment. Ten of these sites are annual monitoring sites that have t e
surveyed every year since 2014. This provides uslenthterm trends in spawning

success. The results from the 20smntinel sites are present below and the fry densities for each site since 2014 can be
foundinTabl@2 Li Oly ©0S &aSSy (KIFI{G GKS YI22NR(Ge 2F aridSa adz2ND
fry, indicating thaspawning was successfulthbse sitesn the auturm/winter of 2024/25.The only anomaly was in the
Mennock Water, whersalmon fry numbers wersignificantlyreducedon previous/ears However, there was very good
conversion to parr which may have contributexthe lower numbers of fry present

Table 3.1Electrofishing results for theéen sentinelsites in 205

Watercourse Site code Location description Easting Northing | Sampling | Salmon fry | Sal parr | Troutfry | Trout parr | Other

date (/100m?) | (/100m?) (/100m?) | (/100m?) | species
present

Nith at Nith Nith001 Downstream of Nith Lodge, New 253723 609301 20/06/25 39.29* 4.12% 6.74* SL

Lodge Cumnock

Nith at Boig Nith008 Upstream of Boig Road Bridge, New 259460 613834 | 19/08/25 20.44* 11.14* 4.83* 2.22 SL, M

Road Cumnaock

Nith at Nith027 Upstream of Guildhall Bridge, 271986 612341 19/08/25 9.20* 12.50* 4.98*% SLM

Guildhall Kirkconnel

Afton at Aftn0001 Upstream of Blackcraig Bridge 263164 608033 | 20/08/25 17.58% 8.79% -

Blackcraig

Cairn at Carn025 Downstream of suspension bridge at 284623 587197 | 22/08/25 0.00 0.00 SL

Wallaceton Snade Mill, Wallaceton

Craigdarroch Cgdr015 Upstream from bridge at Ballinnie 273398 591002 | 22/08/25 0.00 28.01 0.00 -

Water

Crawick at Craw0001 | Downstream of Spango Bridge 282207 617710 | 23/06/25 12.70% 0.00 -

Spango

Mennock at Menn0001 | Upstream from Bridge to Glenim 283787 609803 | 25/06/25 6.31% -

Glenim Burn

Scaur at Scar0001 Downstream or Bridge at 275911 602987 | 20/08/25 7.06* 0.00 -

Glenwhargen Glenwhargen

Cample at Camp0001 | Downstream of bridge at Kirkbog 287165 594055 | 19/08/25 0.00 SLM

Kirkbog Farm

* Calculated using Zippin's estimate of density. All other densities are minimum densities.

Key to other species: E—Eel, M— Minnow, SL - Stone Loach, L — Lamprey, SB — Stickleback, G — Grayling, F — Flounder, P — Pike.
Key to classification of salmonids per 100m?

Table 3.2Salmon frydensities at all sites surveyed 2014 to 202

River ~|Site no | ~/2014 |~ 2015 ~ 2016 - 2017 ~12018 ~|2019 +/2020 |~|2021 |~ |2022 |~|2023 |~ |2024 |~ |2025 |~
Nith Nith001 ! . 24.15 38.00 24.48 39.29
Nith Nith008 14.87 20.44
Nith Nith027

Nith Nith010

Afton Aftn001

Cairn Water Carn025

Craigdarroch Water Cgdr015

Crawick Craw0001

Mennock Menn001

Scaur Water Scar001

Cample Water Camp001
Dalwhat Water Dalw001

Average of all sites 20.93 29.61 13.68 40.25
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ACTIOMNB - SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND MONITORING

Surveying for aquatic invertebrates

In addition to conducting electrofishing surveys, aquaiit/ertebrate samples are also takenThe type and
abundance of quatic invertebrategpresent in a watercourse can provide detailed information on water quality.
We conduct sampling twice a yeamce in spring and again in summer/autumn.

In2025, fisheries staff collected4® aquatic invertebrate samples from various locations in the Nith catchniémat
sampling process involves a quick thmaeute kick sample, which is preserved and later analysed in the lab to
identify to family levelusing a microscopeThis information is theranalysed using the River Invertebrate
Classification Tool (RICT) which assigns a classification by com|narinnm|u‘_mciwmbrmdm_‘smwﬁm_allsarnples

those aquatic invertebrates found those predicted to be presenthis

technique allows classifications to be assigned in line with thesd in

the Water Framework Pective. o

1% 3%

The resultdrom all the samples takeim 2025showed that &% of the
samples had a "Good" to "High" classificatioB%dlwere "Moderate,"
and4% were "Poor or Bad," with the lower classifications linkeplctor
instream habitatin tributaries. =

Aquatic invertebratesamplesare alsotaken from D annual sentinel
sites for comparisonThe resultsare shown in Table 3.3 and indicat
KSFfGKe AYy@SNI So NDZIBR &UINITRIKE B (1S ( abgh mGood =Modemss mPoor mBad
status atall thesites

Table 3.3Aquatic invertebrate results foten annual sentinel sites

Spring Sampling Summer Sampling
Site Site code | Samplingl WHPT ASP| NTAXA WFD Samplingl WHPT ASP| NTAXA WFD
date Abundance Classification| date Abundance Classification
Nith at Nith Lodge Nith001 08/05/25 6.98 17 Good 20/06/25 7.46 20
Nith at Boig Road Nith008 19/05/25 6.33 18 Good 19/08/25 6.58 18
Nith at Guildhall Nith027 30/05/25 7.35 25 19/08/25 6.53 23
Afton at Blackcraig |Aftn0001 | 08/05/25 7.58 16 20/08/25 8.35 19
Cairn at Wallaceton |Carn025 | 19/05/25 7.72 23 22/08/25 7.07 22
Craigdarroch Water |Cgdr015 | 19/05/25 7.55 14 Good 22/08/25 6.95 15
Crawick at Spango |Craw0001 | 28/04/25 6.74 28 Good 23/06/25 7.98 12
Mennock at Glenim |[Menn0001| 28/04/25 8.07 19 26/06/25 7.58 19
Scaur at Glenwharger{Scar0001 | 06/05/25|  7.41 19 20/08/25|  7.36 25
Cample at Kirkbog |Camp0001{ 19/05/25 7.33 26 19/08/25 7.11 19

WEFD Five Stage Classification System

No or minimal change from natural condition

Good Ecological Status Slight change from natural condition
Moderate Ecological Status Moderate change from natural condition
Poor Ecological Status Major change from natural condition

Severe change from natural condition

Dixidae from the Diptergamily ~ Kick samallng for aquatic invertebrates




ACTION 4WATER QUALITY

Pollution incidents
Whilst undertaking their everyday tasks, fisheries staff are always alert to potential sources of pollution which

could impact on the water quality within the Nith catchmemhhe most common causes of pollution within the
Nith catchment are from:

1

= =4 =4 =4 =

the discharge of raw sewage during periods of heavy rain when outdated Scottish Water sewage systems
are unable to cope.

runoff from silage effluent where storage facilities are inundated with surface water.

the application of slurry at inappropriate times i.e. prior to heavy rainfall.

raw sewage entering watercourses from malfunctiayprivate septic tanks.

forestry extraction resulting in sediment loaded run off.

insufficient water management infrastructure during construction activities.

Any incidents that are detected are reported to SEPA and we would encourage any members of the public to
report these incidents directly tp 9t | Qa Hadlifef- @BGOBE7 060

During 2024, the NDSFB reportiek incidents of pollution to SERPA

Glenesslin Burn gllution incident
Anumber ofpollutionincidents arereported to theNDSFRach year. One such incidemhich was investigated by

usin 2025was on theGleresslin Burn Whilstthe Scottish Environment Protection AgencyEfAis the appropriate
body toinvestigate ag pollution incidentsn Scotlandwe, as fishery managerbecome involved where fish have
been killed.

The circumstances of this incident involvethalty septic tankoverflowing into the Glenesslin BurrThs resulted
in the death of fish in the immediate area near to the dischargéater flowsat the time of the incident were low
and accordingly the toxicity of theput was greagr, which resulted in the death of fishThis incident illustrates
the importance of contacting SEPAiif incident is ever witnessed.

A .
LAY i

i
Deadfish in the Glenesslin Burn wa
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ACTION 5 INVASIVE NONATIVE SPECIES

Riparian Invasivé’lants
Our Fishery staff continue to treat Invasive Néative species (INNs) O—N
weeds throughout the catchment. We used to be fully fundedtoca . . .

out this task, but funding was withdrawn and our ability to conduct t >
work has been reduced. However, we ganthe appropriate ’
gualifications expertise and equipment to be able to deal with tl

increasing problem and we try to do what we can to limit the spreac . &
these plants. It is worth noting that Giadbgweed can be detrimental

to sunlight. Japanese Knotweed can be very destructive to buildings s
infrastructure, and Himalayan Balsam can completely drown out [§es
native plant life on ouriverbanks

contracts. Comtctors are often obliged to treat and remove any IN
in advance of digging in a location where they are known to exist. =~
fishery staff always refer to the problems of INNs when being consu
about planning issues throughout the Nith catchment. Bing sqwe
can ensure thatdrther spread is avoided.

. . . GiantHogweed on the Whitesands
American Signal Crayfish 9

Since the population of American signal crayfish was confirmed in ’ffwﬁ‘.;é'»:‘
lower section of the River Nith, fisheries staff have been monitor

their upstreamcolonisation. This was traditionally done usingot
types oftraps a baited trap and a refuge trap. Whilst both are effecti
the refuge trap las the benefit obeing able to be set and left, withou :,._,'
having to check it every day. This is because the crayfish are :
a G NI LJliBuRcan canyé and go as they please. This trap is good . &
checking the presence/absence of crayfish.

During the summer of 2025, refuge and bait traps were set in the
between Nunholm and Castledykes to establish thieundance and#
location of crayfish throughout this section. This survey
commissioned by Dumfries and Galloway Councihform works on &
the Whitesands Flood Protection Scheme. '

In addition to trapping, we also utiliseDNA sampling to detect i
crayfish are present in a watercourse. This allowsusonitor large
portions of the catchmentery quicklyand has a much better detectio
rate than other types of mechanical surveying, such as trapping.

Any sightings of crayfish should be reported to the Nitatchment
Fishery TrustPlease remember that it is illegal to trap or be
possessiomf crayfish and it is illegal to release them back into the Mfilchught. If they are inadvertently caught,
they must be killed immediately &e site of capture.

Refuge trap for crayfish
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ACTION g PREDATION

Predation of our fish stocks an importanissuegiven thecurrent pressures thaboth salmon and sea trodace
We simplycannot afford to loséarge numbers of fisto excessivelegreesof predation Our fishery manageitsake
the appropriate legal actions taninimiselosses to predatioand incorporatananagement actions that ensure the
safety offish whilst they are in our river systenso,what steps do we take We have a licence to sho@pecific
species ofishreatingbirdsat appropriate times of the yearndowever this is not the panacea to altedatory bird
issues.One of themost favoured areas of our rivdoy fish eating birdgs theCaul and WhitesandsThis is a highly
public areaand not suitable foshooting In areas such as this we usan-lethal bird scaringequipmentto move
the birds onandreduce the predation

Mink predate on salmon and sea troaind this often occurs in the uppespawning tributaries of our river
Spawnindish ascendtheserelatively small watercourses during spate conditipmshen the flood waters recede
fish are often strandeih shallowpools and argredated by mink To reducéhe mink population in theeatchment
our fishery staftonducta trapping program This startsn the winter monthsof each yearthe theory being that
we want to capture minkefore they breedthus have areater impact on their numbers.

Whilst it can be frustratingp seefish predators on theiverbank there is usuallgome action that we catake to
ensure that they do noexcessivelympact the salmon and sea trout stociksour river Those of usnvolved in
fisheries managemertonsider thechangng climateand the increasingvater temperatres around thecoast of
Scotlandand what this means for predation. An example of thihésincreasing number of Sea Bass around our
coast whichpredate on salmon smoltsWe hear more about the presence of Bluéfiuma off our coasand killer
whales raising the question gfvhat impacts species such as theg# have in future years?

ACTION ¢ RAISING AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

Getting Young Peoplato Angling

Encouraging young people to @ygling is an importantagrt of the Fishing for the Future projeét project thatthe
Trust and Board has been running for the lestiple of decadesFisheries staff run two Angling Taster Days every
year to give young people and their parents the opportunity to try fishing for the first time tablter dayteaches
them how to set up a rod and cast it, bef@pending the afternoon fishing for rainbow trout.

C2NJ &82dzy3 LIS2LI S GKI G ,they vaRrjoii tkeS\Néh YEuUng8iglets £8L/ Thisks 2lub STRE
to 20 young peoplevho wish to learn more about different types of fishing and gain experiefee fishing days

are organised every year and include fishing for trout, salmon/sea trout, pike, sea fish, coarse fish and grayling.
Local venues providishing and we provide the equipment and the guidandumfries and Gallowasngling
Association and Drumlanrig Estatery kindlyprovide segon tickets for the participanisllowing them to fishhe

river. These are very gratefully received and have encoaragmy young anglers to head out fishing.

Fishing for rainbow trout at Slatehouse Loch Carp fishing atGorsebank Férm, Dalbeattie
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ACTION ¢ RAISING AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

Fishing for the Future project
During 2025, the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust delivered a full :
varied programme of education and engagement activities across:-
catchment. This included primary and secondary school sessif:f
university engagement, Nith Young Anglers activities,iagghster -
days, and wider community involvement. The work met the agrE’
outcomes and, in many areas, exceeded expectations due to st
demand from schools, community groups and families.

Primary school sessions
We delivered our Clean, Cool Waters programme to a range of pri
schools, including:
1 Caerlaverock Primary School {1
Dunscore Primary School 9
Kelloholm Primary School (P4/5)
Closeburn Primary School (7}
Closeburn House School (mixed age group)

= =4 =4 =4

Sessions followed the established thrpart structure, introducing #
pupils to Atlantic salmon and their lifecycle, climate change impaj
and the importance of riparian trees. These sessions concluded w
field trlp to a local watercourse where pupils carried out kids f

had been growing in school.

Several schools al$ook on the management aflassroom aquariums,
containing salmon eggs. Pupils were able to observe the full e
development cycle, which generated a great deal of excitement &
led to thoughtful questions about river health and species survival

Secondary school sessions
We worked with two secondary schools during 2025:
1 Sanquhar AcademyS3 Biology Group

1 Wallace Hall AcademyS3 Environmental Science Group e Halv?cademfstu dgrk\ts‘takingDN A samples

Both schools took partinthgf I Y LI Ay 3 ¢"EsD Rigsactjod?
YR a¢NBS&>x CAakK FyR /fAYFGS
electrofishing demonstrations, aquatic invertebrate sampling, a
eDNA collection. A followp classroom session several weeks la
allowed pupils to examine their sampling and eDNA results

Students from the University of Glasgow, Dumfries Campus came
for a day to learn about the impact of climate change on the aquz:
environment and to assist with planting trees along the Cra
Water.

The Fishing for the Future project is funded by The Holywood Trust

and the Misses Robinson Charitable Trasid we would like to thank them for their continued suppavithout
which this project would not be possible

19
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ACTION ¢ RAISING AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

The NithFisheries stafattended and ran a number of events throughout28do raise awareness of the aquatic
environment and demonstrate the work of the Trumtd the BoardBelow is a summary of some of the events,
meetings, conferences and training courses attended by staff dufigg; 2

Events held/attended B ’ —
River Opening Ceremony @arnsalloch P>
Galloway Country Fair
Holywood TrusSpring @thering
i ; x TorthorwaldFair
“}ml‘%\ " L iads 3 s Hoddam Castle Pass it on Day
L “”‘@W" Ny 4 WSS &  SPEN volunteer tree planting day

Meetings and conferences attended
NDSFB Board meetingg x
NDSFB Qualified Proprietors Meeting
NDSFB Annual Public Meeting
NCFTTrusteemeetings x4
NCFT Annual General Meeting
FMS Membe® meeting
FMS AGM :
{cr/ . A2f23xa0°"
FMS conference -
CFPAEATTQA /2y e
IFMAnnualConference '

Training completed
SFCC Team Leadefresher Gurse
Extended Riverfly Scheme Training
FBA Invertebrat¢D for Biotic Assessme
IFM Water BailifQualification
Otter Survey Qualification

Education sessions
Secondary scho@ducation sessions6
Primary schootéducationsessions xa
Glasgow University Tree Planting Da
Nith Young Anglers fishing days x 6
Fishing Taster Days x 2
SISV GRS Ao Ecne:  Sixweek intern from Glasgow Uni
Oneweek work placement

Outreach

Over the course othe year, the Fishery Board and Tru
attend many events throughout the regiormhe purpose of|
this is to engage with the public and inform them about t
work that our organisations do and the efforts that we go to
an attempt to protect and restore fisland their habitats AR :
throughout the catchment of the River Nitfl.he hope here s & Yy
that if the public gain knowledge about the aquatiiaiim" b
environment and the issues that many of our species are faf g : »Q.
with, they will ultimately care about themAt these eventsve 'y
often speak to anglers who have a vested interest and gA
naturally engaged in the subject, but it is heartening to see
level of interest and concern that members of the public ha Torthorwald Fun Day

for our aquatic environment.
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ACTION § BARRIERS TO FISH PASSAGE

ForestryRiver Interactions
One of thesimplestmost effective fisherymprovements that can bef

conducted is to ensure that our spawning fish get the opportunity &=
get access to their spawning grouratsd go on to spawn. That souncEies
simple and commonsenshowever, many of our tributaries are treej
lined and we have a very actiferestry industry throughout the Nith|
catchment. Trees are good for rivers and water qualigmerally but ‘
when they fall into the watercourse or the branches enter theers,
they can fom an impassable barriewhich can deny access to fisg
trying to get to the spawning grounds. An important task for our
is to ensure that free paage to the spawning tributaries is maintainej
at all times.

ACTION 9STOCKING

Euchan Salmon Restoration ProjegiYear 1
The Euchan project commenced in 2025 with the goal of restoring the salmon population in the EuchaniWater.

Euchan flows from its source in the upper catchmeetr the route of the Southern Upland Way, down the Euchan

Glen and enters the Nith opposite the town of Sanquh@hisisamediudda AT SR G NA O dzi I NB 6 A GK
obstacles for migrating fish along its courg&om timeto-time woody debris can impede the passage of fish in the
lower sections of the watercourselhis has occurredroa number of occasions over recent yeasd that has

resulted in a significant decrease in adult salmon attempting to ascenduwbe The Nith District Salmon Fishery

Board has embarked on a project referred to as the EuSGamon RestoratioRroject which seeks to restore the
populations of salmon in the Euchan.

I fAYAGSR ljdz2ryGAGe 2F alfyz2y S33& | NB &2 dz2NOSRan® dzZNR vy
the resulting fry are introduced into the Euchan Water in early spribgring the summer months the Euchan
Water is surveyed by means of electrofishing and accurate data is prodiitesiexercise was conducted for the

first time during 2025 Yy R (G KS adzNBAGIEf 2F GKS FTANARG &SI NRa FNEB 4
for a period of five years then stand back and continue to monitor to see if the popuatiealmon can sustain
themselves in the absence of interventiomhis project is supported by Fishery Board members Raymond Islund

and Mike Keggansvho are always eager to attend and assist with the work.

(.m-’g( ',,‘ & e
AL b R -~ QA (=5 TG 74 g Xy e
Unfed salmon fry being stocked into the Euchan Water Counting and measuring the fry later in the summer
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ACTION 1@ DISEASE AND FISH HEALTH

Saprolegnia projectipdate
In the winter of 2025, the Board and Trust receivegortsregarding [~ « &%

fish with white patches on their bodieshich were lethargic and = '\—;$
swimming about inshallow water. Thesefish were infected with é#,‘f&‘f
Saprolegnia, a parasiti,eshwaterpathogenthat can infect the skin of @

salmon and trout.This is generally a secondary infection that targ
any fish that have damaged skin, normally following spawning,
formswool like patches of white to light brown growths on the skin.

In 2024, fishery staff took binonthly water samplesto assist in
research undertaken by the University of Aberdeen into Saproleg
outbreaks and riskThese samples were analysed, along with othe
from rivers across Scotland.

L . . " Sal ith i legnia infecti
The resultsso farhave highlighted a strain of Saprolegnia parasitica, el

which is more aggressiand acts as a primary pathogen, suppressing the immune system offfifgection from
this strain carresult in80-90%mortality of adult salmonincreasing water temperaturesesulting from climate
change have been linked to the increasing frequency of sewaitbreaks.

It is more important than ever that strict biosecurity protocols are adhered to when traveling between
watercourses. Currently, the Nith does not suffer from semirtbreaks of Saprolegniand wewould like to keep

it that way.Following Chek, Clean, Dry advice is one of the best and easiest ways to ensure that pathogens are not
spread from one river to another and we would urge all anglers to adhere to this advice before fishing.

Invasive plants and animals can carry diseases that kill fish,
STOP and block waterways and banks interfering with fishing.

They can be small and hard to spot so are easily spread
THE on damp equipment and clothing.

Protect the environment and fishing you enjoy by keeping
PREAD your kit free of invasive plants and animals.

Check your gear after leaving the water for mud,
aquatic animals or plant material. Remove
anything you find and leave it at the site.

Clean everything thoroughly as soon as you
can, paying attention to nets, waders, and
areas that are damp and hard to access.
Use hot water if possible.

Dry everything for as long as possible before using
elsewhere as some invasive plants and animals can
survive for two weeks in damp conditions.

QUAGCCA MUSSEL ASH isEAsES FLOATING PENNYWORT

Find out more about invasive plants and animals and how you can help to stop the spread at:

] I
Degartment natural SS s . .
‘:;”""‘........ Tome @ scotand e o ad nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry
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ACTION 1% DEVELOPMENTS ANIDRKING WITH INDUSTRY

The Nith District Salmon Fishery Board (ND&EBhsulted in relation to an
array of major construction projects that take place throughabe
catchment Some pojects such as renewable energy infrastructuhaveto
traverse our catchmentncludingany riverghey encounterlong the route
This is requiredo effect the connection from the source of the electricity & ;
the nearest electricity substation for onward conveyance through g

nationalgrid¢ KS . 21 NRQa Ay Llzi A& &2dAaKk th_ . 3 LINS
to be present in the immediate vty of such river crossingsand

accordingly, our fishery staff will provide comments to construction met e

statements to mitigate against any impacts on fish or their hahitd&ving £

LINE A RSR O2YYSyidaszs GKS .21 NRQa aLlso

construction works and perform fish rescues where mitigation alone cannot ensure the safety of fish.

SEPA Upper Nith Project

During 2025 our staff were called to attend an emergency on the River Nith. The Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency (SEPA) were conducting engineering operations on the banks of the River Nith, downstream of New
Cumnock. This was the latest roundnairks that SEPA have been conducting over recent years to reconnect the
river to the flood plain. Unfortunately, the works resulted in the entrapment of several fish in a minor triputary
which placed them in a position of danger. SEPA contacted NstndDiSalmon Fishery Board who reacted
timeously to rescue the fislsome of which were protected.

Fish rescue Fish rescue in site of culvert installation

Services offered to aostruction projects.
The Nith District Salmon FigtyeBoard and Nith Catchment Fishery Trust provided a range of services to
contractors andndustryto assist in protecting the aquatic environmeiihese include:

i1 Fisheries surveys 1 Development of Fisheries/Water Management Plans
i1 Fish habitat surveys 1 Advice and consultancy anitigation in the water

1 Aquatic invertebrate surveys environment

1 Freshwater Pearl Mussel surveys 1 Production of aquatic survey reports

1 Otter and water vole surveys 1 Water quality analysis

1 eDNA surveys

1 Riparian planting schemes
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ACTION 1% DEVELOPMENTS AND WORKING WITH INDUSTRY

Sanquhar Il Wind Farm
Sanguharll wind farm is one of the largestind farms in the River Nith catchmentThe land footprint to this

development straddlesnanytributaries, all of whichare located within the greater River Nith catchmeriach
tributary flows from hill ground through forests and down to join the mainstem riverthese are important
spawning habitats for salmon and sea trolihe management of Sanquhar Il knew that they were going to have to
construct a road across the Nith catchment to enable them to access their site and to convey equipment from one
areaof the wind farm to all other areas.

One of the most important salmon spawning tributaries in the Nith catchment is the Scaur.\W\tken the
Sanquhar Il project wanted to cross thibutary, they approachedur fishery managers for advice. A fish rescue
of the site was performeih advance of engineering procedures being condueted all fish removed to a place of
safety. Only then weréhe culvert sections craned into locatioriThis major culverinstallation was a complete
success.

Right to left from top left: Over pumping of the proposed crossing siample of fish rescued from the site prior to works
commencing; culvert sections being craned into place; riverbed being put back into culvert prior to water being reinsta
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