
 

NITH DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD 

 

MINUTES OF THE  

ANNUAL MEETING OF QUALIFIED PROPRIETORS  

AND  

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING 

 
HELD AT FRIARS CARSE COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL, 

 
ON 

20 AUGUST 2020 AT 10AM 

 

PRESENT 
Percy Weatherall – Chairman 
Raymond Mundle – Dumfries & Galloway Angling Association 
David Kempsell – Dumfries & Galloway Angling Association 
Peter Hutchison – Douglas Hall Fisheries 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE 
 Geoff Walter 

Jacob Kaye 
Christine Carson 
Kevin Corder 

 
IN ATTENDANCE      

 Roderick Styles – Clerk 
 James Henderson – Fishery Director (FD) 
 Deborah Parke – Nith Catchment Fishery Trust (FB) 
 
APOLOGIES 
  Anna Ferguson 

Peter Landale 
Thomas Florey 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting. He reported that because of Covid-19 restrictions and lockdown it 

had not been possible to convene the Annual Meeting of Qualified Proprietors in March and so it had 

been decided to amalgamate the Annual Meeting of Qualified Proprietors and the Annual Public 

Meeting into this one meeting. In addition, members of Nith Catchment Fishery Trust were present. 

The Chairman referred to all information (Annual Report and Annual Accounts) that had been 

circulated and reported that no issues had been raised on them or any other matter in advance of the 

meetings. 

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF QUALIFIED PROPRIETORS – 22 MARCH 2019 

The Chairman referred to these and asked for comments. There were none. They were duly 

approved.  

2. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING – 7 JUNE 2019 

The Chairman asked for comments on these. There were no observations. The Minutes were 

duly approved. 



 

 

 

3. ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

The Chairman referred to the contents of the Annual Report and asked for any comments. 

None were received and the Annual Report was considered to be duly approved.  

4. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS  

The Clerk addressed the Accounts and referred to the Notes on Accounts. He advised of the 

brief that had been given to attempt to reduce the expenditure of the Board. The Chairman 

made comment on the amount of savings that had been made during the course of the 

Financial Year. The Chairman asked for comments on the Annual Accounts. None were 

raised and the Accounts were duly approved.  

5. MANAGEMENT PLANS  

FD advised on the withholding of the production of the new Fishery Management Plan. 

Scottish Government (SG) through Marine Scotland, had during the course of the year, 

promoted the creation of a “Pressures Tool”. FD and FB had undertaken the work to identify 

pressures affecting salmon and sea trout fisheries within the whole of the Nith System. The 

Plan is not all inclusive for all aspects of work. The latest Fishery Management Plan ran its 

course in 2018. Now with the pressures tool FD believed that a revised draft Plan should be 

prepared during the Winter for the Spring of 2020. The Chairman reinforced the point that the 

Board will continue to operate at full capacity notwithstanding the current difficulties caused 

by the Covid 19 Pandemic and that everything within the Board’s powers that could be done 

for the benefit of the River System and the salmon fisheries would be implemented by the 

Board.  

 

FD reported that the new Management Plan will update the way in which the Board will 

operate, for example, we will be conducting smolt trapping in the river. Predator control will be 

maintained and monitoring of the coal industry and its effects will be continued. 

 

Peter Hutchison asked if guidance had been issued from SG as to what the management 

plan should include. FD replied that there had been no guidance. Much work had gone into 

the creation of the pressures tool, but the submissions on behalf of Boards and Trusts were 

still being analysed. No guidance had been issued.  

 

Discussions took place about the lack of benefit in identifying pressures on the fishery that 

cannot be ascertained because of legal impediment. The Board will continue to operate and 

modernise its approach having regard to changing circumstances. 

 

Raymond Mundle asked if there might be a loosening of the approach on avian predators in 

the event of leaving the European Union. FD reported that it is to be expected that with 

information arising from the smolt trapping and tagging and the results of attempting to 

identify whether or not avian predation is having a serious effect on the salmon fishery, then it 

is to be hoped that this will add weight to the ability of the Board to be able to have more 

control over avian predators. FD reported that control of avian predators during the course of 

the year had been restricted as a consequence of Covid-19. FD reported that accurate counts 

of avian predators took place twice a year and had done so for many years. 

 



 

Peter Hutchison asked if there was much variation in the annual count of avian predators. FD 

responded that it remains constant despite control. Removal of goosanders creates a vacuum 

which is filled very quickly. Salmonids form a large part of the diet of goosanders. Cormorants 

seemed to be indiscriminate in their eating habits. Numbers fluctuate over the course of the 

year. 

 

Geoff Walters asked how other local rivers are controlling birds. FD responded that on the 

River Annan some control is undertaken. 

 

Geoff Walters asked if it might be possible for co-operation amongst the Boards. The Clerk 

responded that in order to be able to control avian predators, each Board had to apply to SG 

for Licences based upon bird number counts. 

 

It was observed that it is to be hoped that trapping and tagging might give further information 

in connection with avian predation. 

 

Jacob Kaye introduced himself and thanked FD and FB for their assistance. He had been 

looking into the escape of aluminium hydroxide. He had seen slurry going into rivers and had 

contacted SEPA. The Chairman responded that it was very difficult to have SEPA respond to 

anything and particularly at the present time because of lockdown restrictions. The Board 

tended to follow through as much as possible in connection with reporting pollution incidents. 

 

6. A.O.C.B. 

 

The Chairman asked for any other questions and there being none, the meetings concluded.  

 


